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CLAIMS TAKE SHAPE
With the bottom of the

Russia was the first to file »
Arctic Ocean now rendered a claimyin 2001, but was »“
in sharper relief than ever asked for more evidence >, W
before, the five surround- A revision will likely cover
ing countries are plotting 460,000 square miles, oV [
their claims. Most of the almost half the Arctic Basin

basin is shallow compared
with Earth’s other oceans,

so about 90 percent will NDRTH AND

ultimately be carved up. 3 :_" ¢ ¢ RUSSIA)

More than one country ‘.%Q s Y

may claim some features, \)\"V «\‘\

but the Gakkel Ridge ‘\\0 ‘é

will remain international v W 2 ) ’ Norway présented a claim
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in 2006. Arctic wells could
become major sources of
oil and'gas bound for China
if the summer melt opens
a reliable passage for ships.

because it is a geologic

feature that is still forming Citing seismic data collected
during a research voyage

in 2007, Russian geologists
announced that the entire

= = = Median line Lomonosov Ridge belonged &
to their country. _J'

International maritime
boundary

»»»»»»»»» Boundary of
overlapping claims
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Crisscrossing the sea Pole

off Alaska, the Healy has . ¢
traced the-edge of the U.S. § e )
continental slope more fhdn ;

100 nautical miles beyon{f g w /

where it was thought to be.
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After: KRG
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