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ADDRESSING THE ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM

Do you know that powerlines can sing and there is a huge pipe the size of an elephant 
that carry our sewage? We all know that beneath our feet, pipes carry water, sewage, and 
gas, while overhead, power lines deliver the electricity that powers our daily lives. But 
how often do we actually notice them? Though they seem to be everywhere, they often 
fade into the background—like elephants in the room, present yet unspoken, visible but 
unexpressed. Only when we break the ground do we catch a glimpse of these hidden 
networks, and only in silence do we hear their hum.

This intervention brings the “elephants in the room” to the surface, making the hidden 
infrastructure around us both visible and audible. Bright yellow galvanized steel pipes 
rise above ground, echoing the buried networks beneath our feet. Though they carry 
no sewage, water, or gas, they introduce a sense of playfulness to an otherwise barren 
landscape. At night, they glow, transforming the space into an interactive experience. The 
electrical towers, also painted yellow, stand out as deliberate markers of the unseen, while 
nearby speakers amplify their ambient hum in real time—controlled from a room near the 
retention pond. By exposing the hidden networks that sustain our everyday lives, this 
intervention ignites a powerful dialogue with the silent forces shaping our city.
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